
Get ready for another visit from
Geppetto’s worst nightmare.
By KC‘-I? C‘0u”’S CHILD'S PLAY pro\ed

Lock your doors. Bar
your windows. (‘heck your
toy chest . . . ('hucl\'y‘s com-
ing back. Tlte diminutive
mechanical star of(‘Hll.D'§
Pl./\Y. the 1988 hit horror
thriller. will again wreak
bloody havoc in CHILD'S
PLAY 2. directed by .lohn
Lilia and penned by series
creator Don Mancini
both of whom separately
served as writers on

protable enough for Unit-
ed Artists (approximate
domestic gross: S35 mil-
lion) to consider making a

sequel withina month ofits
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dmddcd m Pl“ Q H ILD 5 behind the scene: by ellectn expert Kevin Vlgher.
PLAY 2 intn turnaround
"'1 ll" £l“‘""d> lit"! Quill‘ reduction made possible beeause.asa stu-

l'3\~ Y‘ l""‘§P¢¢‘1\'L‘ l'"~"" dio pick-up. it was made as a non-union
¢h“$°f bidding T" bll)‘ lhh‘ film. (And. in Mancini‘s words."\\"edon't
¢°"1P“"}'~ “"5 l"<"'1*H)' have a million-dollar director's fee [for
ll"9°lT1f°"3b|l‘ “llh Wch 3 Tom Holland].asthefirstonedid.") Butas
hufml PF".lL"-‘l- ""|}' 1° W9 a response to picketing at Universal bythe

CHILD'S PLAY. The Sll Dlrllvtq the ==q\I¢l~J°'\" l-Ill!» ll" Qlllmc-\ 436411 fit“ International Alliance of Theatrical Stage

million sequel began shoot- !l"°"§h- Sm"? i"d"$")' Employees (IATSE) that saw the film‘s

ing November 6 at Universal Studios. °h>t-‘l’"‘l'§ §P'¢¢"|al°d ‘hm U/\di‘-‘nil ha" non-unioncre\\ \ote for union representa-

\\hich will release the filnt nationwide at ll" "1°"'~‘)' 1° fulld "W P“‘dl“5ll“"- ""4 tion.tlte budget escalated.

Halloween under producer David Kirseh- invented till‘ Qllilncx >““'Y “‘ mu-‘k “Mr l.afia. whose first directorial effort was

ner's' l.i\'ing Doll Productions banner. ¢‘il>h ow problem. the mtir-ish l’HF. BLUE l(ill.-’\.'\',~\l I988).

Kevin Yagher. designer and builderofthe "Certainly. from a husiness standpoint stjtjttred the (‘H]l.l)‘S PLAY 2 assign-

animatronie Cltucky. has again been it[ll/\'sdecisiontoputCHll.D'Sl’l.A\"Z mt-nt through prodttcer Kirsehner. who

tapped to handle similar chores for the into turnaround] was a stupid decision." had promised him the job if at sequel was

second installment (a "new. impro\ed gsaid .\-lancini.thet'ilm‘sZ6year-old screen- t~\¢i- put into pi-oduqtinni [min prepared

C'huek_\"' has been promised). Yagher will writer. “But if they were taking it gettttitte for the assignment h_\ checking out the

also direct all second unit sequences moral position. | Ctft really fault that. l competition. “l watched all John Carpen-

in\ol\'ing animatrouies. belieyethat it wasmorc Quintcx'sdeeision ter‘s mU\'ies. as well as stuff like (iREM-
Alex Vincent reprises his role as Andy [to disown the project] than it was lTA's.l ],|N$_“ he said. “Anyone w ho attemptsto

Barclay. the sweet-faced eight year-old do know. howe\er_ that UA retained doa horror mo\'ietheseda\'s isan idiot if
who is stalked by the doll. Brad Dourif points[in the s'equel‘s prol|ts]." he doesn‘t study what everyone else has

returns to do the voiecovers of psychotic While the turnaround ordeal caused a tjnnt-_ l ltytyktgtj at P§Y(‘H()_ HA1_[_()w_

killer Charles Lee Ray. whose spirit pos- three-week delay in the start of shooting. EE_\’ and ,|.-'\\\"S three seminal horror
sesses Chueky. Rounding out the east are Mancini. for one, was thrilled to see Uni- |11t)\‘i¢§ nntj THE [jV]|_ [)EAl)_ [watched

Jenny Agutter and Gerrit (irztham. play- \'ersal pick tip the option to hack the film. and glgsilniilcd \,\'l'tut thelmmakers were

ing And\~‘s foster parents. the Simpsons; "l think it's the best thingthat could have doing. l'he whole idea is to get ahead of
Christine Elise. as Kyle. a street-smart happened." he said. “Not onlydid we geta pt-nph-_ to ntitigipnte where tltey think the

tecnager who becomes Alex's ally; and bigger budget here at Universal. but it's a story is going and to surprise them. This

Grace Zabriskie. as a social worker who much more solid studio MGM is intotal hn htis an ttld-fitshiolttfd look to it lots

experiences. as publicist Stacy |\"ers pttt it. disarray. /\nd the mo\ie will certainly be n|'lo\\-ntigh-5 and _sh;1d(t\\‘_s_ \\‘|tieltisson1e-

“death by Xerox."C'hucky returns whena better marketed and distributed here." thing that audiences dnn‘t get: mtieh

technician at the Play Pals toy factory The studio bidding war that ensued over ;|r1\'|‘|'|t‘|rL-_“

reconstructs him. hoping to counteract the script(e\'en Disneyexpressed interest) Chueky the trite star of the series?

plummeting sales due to publicitylinking was also good for Mancini‘s career. he "Absolutely," lfiil replied. “He propels
the doll to the murders depicted in admitted. "After that. I got offered three (ht; story and h¢‘_e the most atrthttyurtt

CHlLD‘S PLAY. ln a moment worthy of projects in one week." eharaeter_ But lmustsaygtheothercharac-
Mary Shelley. the rcbuilt(‘huck_\'is re-ani- While the budget of CHILD'S PLAY [erg in this. inovie hldilhif own against

mated byan electric chargeanddispatches was in theSl5million range.thesequel was him. l‘\'e spent a lot of time working with

the technician. to be produced for S3 million less’, a contllultdonplgel
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Got your attention?

_I()IIlTI1t‘(:hII(Il'l’lI(II'I'Il(‘ Night. the siwit-ty for IIILIIUH‘. discrim-

inating fans of the vimtpire genre in art. cinema. literature and

Inlltlnrt-. .\lcniht-rship includes plastic ll) (lard; Menihership

(It-rtieatc; *) IS$ll(’S 0I(I0\'t‘Ilv|(tUFlI£lI per year — each lled with

pr0\'0t‘Llli\'t‘ stories. artwork and articles: C()ffL'S[)()lt(I(‘l1Cl‘ net-

work aiitl pt-rioilic social gatlit-riiigs tn tliscuss aiitl t't'lt-hrate

this IIl)'$Il't‘i(Ill.\'. st-iisiiiius .\'ll[)('I'|I;lIlll'£lI plit-iiimit-iiii.

Annual Membership $35.00
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